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Rector Vacant 

 Curate  The Revd Dr Ross Jesmont 

 34 Battlefield Drive, Musselburgh EH21 7DF 
 Tel: 07535 716243  Email: curate.sshc@gmail.com 

 Day off: Monday 

The curate serves Holy Cross and St Salvador’s, Stenhouse.  

 
Interim Pastor The Revd Canon Andrew Bain 

 Tel: 07929 047896   Email: andrewbain99@hotmail.com 
 

Rector’s Warden Mr Alan Kirkpatrick 
 thegasman586@gmail.com 
 

People’s Warden Mrs Sally Mair 

 holycrosswarden@gmail.com 
 

Vestry Secretary Mrs Beverley Naidoo 
  

Treasurer and Mr Colin Mair 
Gift Aid Secretary  
 

Magazine Editor Mrs Margaret Deas 
 margaretanndeas@btinternet.com 

 

Copy date for the June magazine is 19th May. 

All material should reach the Editor by then. 
 

 
 
 

 

Website holycrossedinburgh.org 

Facebook @HolyCrossEdinburgh 
YouTube Holy Cross Church Edinburgh  Instagram @holycrossedinburgh 

Bank account Royal Bank of Scotland Name: Church of the Holy Cross 
 Sort code 83-18-47 Account number 00170278 

Registered Charity No SC015766 

https://holycrossedinburgh.org
https://www.facebook.com/HolyCrossEdinburgh
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBIGcZmVqp_sfgYon3WU28w
https://www.instagram.com/holycrossedinburgh
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FROM THE CURATE 

It is the Mary month of May. While the origins of the practice are debated, 
the month of May has for centuries been dedicated to the Blessed Virgin 

Mary. The unique place that Mary holds in the story of salvation is reflected 
in the words of the creed that we recite each week: ‘For us and for our 

salvation [Jesus Christ] came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the Virgin Mary and was made human’. Yet, as C. S. Lewis notes in 

the preface to his classic work, Mere Christianity, ‘there is no controversy 
between Christians which needs to be so delicately touched as [the place of 

Mary in Christian devotion]’. This is because the person of Mary has 
exercised theological passions since the earliest days of the Church. For 
instance, the Council of Ephesus, in 431, affirmed Mary as the ‘Mother of 

God’ over and against those who only wanted to speak of her as the Mother 
of Christ. In later Reformation debates, the veneration of Mary became a 

point of contention between Catholics and Protestants. 

As Episcopalians we affirm the special place that Mary holds in Christian life 

and doctrine. At Holy Cross this is reflected in the images of Mary that are 
found around the church. References are also made to Mary in our liturgy. 

However, the veneration of Mary in Episcopal churches might be described 
using the Anglican mantra of ‘all may; none must; some should’. In other 

words, we invite you to include Mary in your devotional life but we will not 
force you. 

Mary holds a special place in the Church not only as the Mother of God but 
also as one of the first disciples of Jesus. For when the disciples are gathered 

in the upper room on the day of Pentecost, Mary is there with them. So this 
May let us seek to imitate Mary by bringing Jesus into the lives of those we 

meet; let us seek to imitate her openness to God and willingness to partner 
with God in his redeeming work; let us seek to emulate her devotion to 
Jesus and her desire to magnify his name as the saviour of the world. 

Yours in Christ,  

Ross 
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FLOWERS IN CHURCH 

 4th May Vanessa Hartley and Jenny Harrison 

 11th May Peggy Farrar 
 18th May Nicole Elvin 

 25th May Yvonne Boughton 

Easter Flowers Thank you to Sarah and Yvonne, and anyone else who 
helped in any way to beautify the church for Easter. 

Flower Rota 2025 is on the noticeboard. Please sign up for any Sundays 
when you would like to be responsible for the flowers. If you would like to 

donate the flowers but cannot arrange them yourself, speak to Sarah Millee.  

The winter’s sleep was long and deep, 

But earth is awakened and gay; 
For the life never dies that from God doth rise, 

And the green comes after the grey. 
Percy Dearmer – A hymn for St Philip and St James – 1st May 

DIOCESAN BIG DAY – ‘Blessings on The Way!’ 
Saturday 10th May 10.30 a.m. to 3 p.m. at St Mary’s Cathedral 

Register by 1st May as individuals or groups for our free annual Diocesan 
BIG Day. Come and join together with congregations and members from 

right across the Diocese of Edinburgh, celebrating the blessings we have 
received and bestowed. More information on the diocesan website 
edinburgh.anglican.org where you can register (numbers are needed). 

ROGATIONTIDE, when we pray for God’s blessing on our gardens and 
crops, also falls in May this year. Weather permitting, we shall move straight 

from church to the garden behind the hall at the end of the 10.30 service on 
Sunday 25th May. 

The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord 
And you give them their food in due season. 

You open wide your hand and satisfy the needs of every living creature. Ps 145 

If previous years are any indication, the birds will join in too. 

Finally, Thursday 29th May is ASCENSION DAY. Details of services 
are not yet available, so watch the Sunday pew sheets for information. 

God is gone up with a merry noise and our Lord with the sound of the 
trumpet!  Psalm 47 

https://edinburgh.anglican.org/
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BISHOP’S LENT APPEAL 2025 

This year’s Bishop’s Lent Appeal is for Abraham’s Children in Crisis 
(ACIC), a small charity working in the Holy Land. 

Bishop John said: ‘For the second year running, I invite the diocese to concentrate 
its Lenten giving on the Holy Land. The needs are vast and seemingly intractable, 

but Abraham’s Children in Crisis is a small charity which has the potential to make 
a big difference in the lives of children desperately in need of hope and a future. It 

is a charity with links to members of this diocese and it seeks to serve children 
from diverse backgrounds. Please give generously’. 

Children in the Holy Land can frequently find themselves living in extreme 
poverty, sometimes without parental care, often in areas of ongoing violence 
and without adequate medical care and educational opportunities. Also, 

support services in the area are extremely limited for those young people 
suffering trauma or for those living with feelings of hopelessness because of 

the situation in which they live. 

ACIC seeks to care for the education, health and welfare of children who 

find themselves in crisis and to help them to achieve their full potential. It is 
dedicated to helping children solely on the basis of need, and not on the 

background or faith of the child. 

The charity works with qualified and experienced advisors. It spends time 

listening to children and their families and working with medical, educational 
and welfare professionals to ensure that we can offer the most practical and 

appropriate help to those children who are in the greatest need. 

For more information about ACIC, visit https://acincrisis.weebly.com. 

The easiest way to donate is online, via Bishop of Edinburgh’s Lent Appeal 
2025: www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/BLA2025. This puts your money 

directly into the Lent Appeal. If online giving is not possible, please give your 
donation (either cash or a cheque made out to Holy Cross) to Colin, our 
Treasurer, clearly marked ‘Bishop’s Lent Appeal’. 

Lent is over, so please give quickly as well as generously. 

SANCTUARY LAMP Remembering departed loved ones 

Our sanctuary lamp burns continually as a sign of prayer and presence. You 
can sponsor it for a month in memory of a loved one, at a suggested 

donation of £15 to cover the cost of candles. To fill a vacancy please give the 
name to be remembered to Ross or write it on the list on the noticeboard 

in church. In May the lamp burns in memory of Katrine Townhill. 

https://acincrisis.weebly.com/
https://www.stewardship.org.uk/pages/BLA2025
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RECTOR VACANCY UPDATE 

First, Happy Easter! I’m writing this on Maundy Thursday, so that seems a 
little ahead for me, but by the time you read this, Easter Day will have passed 

and we will be well into the Easter Season. 

As we move towards May, we are approaching the closing date for 

applications for the post of Rector. We will meet in the first week of May to 
review the applications received and, if necessary, to draw up a shortlist of 

people to interview. I have been in touch with the Parish Church and Dan 
Robertson, the minister, has once again kindly agreed that we may use a 

couple of rooms there on the interview day (24th May), for which we are 
very grateful. Thank you to those who have already offered to help that day. 
Even if you can only spare a couple of hours, do let me know. As a bonus, it’s 

a chance to have a sneak preview of the applicants. 

Rectory Update 

Things are progressing very well at the Rectory. Most of the units in the 
main kitchen have been fitted along with the sink and the appliances and it’s 

all starting to look great.  

I will add a couple of pictures of the work in progress. If you receive a paper 

copy of the magazine, pictures do not reproduce well, so I encourage you if 
you can, to look at the magazine online in the News & Writing section of 

our website, where they look much better. The units are in a mossy green 
colour with a slight sheen to them, the worktop is a very practical mottled 

grey and the flooring (which has not yet been changed) is also grey. 

The windows at the back of the kitchen were very old and inefficient double 

glazing. These have now been replaced along with the doors into the back 
patio area and into the sunroom. All told the kitchen is having a good 

overhaul. I was able to pick up some very nice curtain rails in the Home 
Store closing down sale at Craigleith today, so that was a very economic 
option which should please the treasurer. 

Once the kitchen and utility room work is complete, the final touches will be 
done to the paintwork – we wanted to wait before adding the final coat to 

the dining room and kitchen, the bathroom needs to be completed and seals 
etc. replaced there. Some outside paintwork also needs to be done. We 

have been waiting for warmer weather. 

I have been in touch with the cleaning company who did such a good job for 

us last time and they are coming next week to give me a quote. All of this 
means that we are likely, on Interview Day, to be able to show off a sparkling 

clean Rectory with a beautiful new kitchen.  
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TREASURER’S REPORT 

Kitchens The new kitchen in the Rectory has now been paid for and is 
being installed as I write. It will hopefully be finished by the time you read 

this. We are also planning to upgrade the hall kitchen and our fundraising is 
progressing. Many thanks to those of you who have sent contributions 

already. If we can raise the money in time, then I would hope to get the 
work done during the school holidays in July/August when the hall is unused 

for much of the time. You can pay direct into our bank account (account 
details can be found on page 2), using the reference: Kitchen. Alternatively 

you can leave a contribution in the offertory tray by the back door of the 
church. Please put it in an envelope marked ‘kitchen’. 

Can I also remind you all of the Bishop’s Lent Appeal which is raising 

funds to support children affected by the terrible conflict in the Middle East. 
Please see the separate item on page 5 for more details about this. 

Car Park You may notice that the three parking places on the left as you 
come into the church car park have cars parked in them regularly. A local 

businessman approached Stephen last year and it was agreed that he would 
rent those spaces from us from around 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Friday. 

This arrangement has only just started and as yet the places have not been 
marked off. If you are in the car park during a weekday, please do avoid using 

these spaces. We are very grateful for this contribution to our regular 
income. The arrangement will be reviewed after a period of time. It will of 

necessity be an arrangement dependent on good will and will not impact on 
weekend or evening use. No cars will be left overnight. 

Colin Mair, Treasurer 

By the time of the next magazine, we will be well on the way to appointing 

our new Rector. Thank you to all who have helped during this process. 

Once again, Happy Easter! 

Sally 
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 

10th to 18th May  

 

The house-to-house collection still continues in some areas. If a little red 
envelope drops through your door, please fill it and return according to the 
instructions. If not, the Christian Aid website will tell you how to give online 

or by post: www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week  

Pray this Christian Aid Week that farmers facing hunger and hardship can access 

vital resources to protect their families, feed their communities and fight back 
against the events of the climate crisis. 

 

THE BOOK SALE IS BACK! 

Edinburgh New Town Church 

(formerly St Andrew’s and St George’s West) 

George Street 

Saturday 10th May 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Monday 12th to Friday 16th May 10 a.m. to 3.30 p.m. 

Late opening to 7 p.m. on Thursday 

Donations of books can be dropped off at the church in George Street on 

28th April to 2nd May and 5th to 7th May from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Please make 
sure items are in good condition for their age. The organisers cannot accept 

encyclopaedia sets, magazine collections or Readers Digest publications. It 
costs money to dispose of items that do not sell. 

 

QUIZAID EVENING 

Cramond Kirk Hall 

Thursday 8th May 

7 p.m. for 7.30 

Tickets £5 per person which includes a glass of wine or soft drink and 

nibbles. Book now for a fun night out, and raise some money for Christian 
Aid as well. 

You can make up a team of 4, 5 or 6 people, or just come along and we will 
find you a team to join. Entry forms are available from Cramond Kirk Office, 
or email office@cramondkirk.org.uk with details of your team.   

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/key-appeals/christian-aid-week
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ST SALVADOR’S COMMUNITY FOOD INITIATIVE 

St Salvador’s Community Food Initiative is a non-referral food pantry that 
operates every Wednesday between midday and 1.30 p.m. When someone 

uses our service, they are greeted at the door and given a basics bag. This 
contains milk, tea, biscuits and toilet roll. They then have the option of 

selecting additional items from the fresh produce and dried goods that we 
have in stock. 

We also operate a café space, where people are invited to stay for 
refreshments and conversation. The people we support come from a range 

of backgrounds and the service we offer helps ease some of the burdens that 
they are experiencing. 

Items that are regularly requested include: rice, cereal, 

tuna, tinned meats and nappies. You can also find 
information on how to financially support our Community 

Food Initiative on our website: stsalvadors.co.uk. 

A big white plastic box is near the entrance to the church awaiting your 

contributions. 

CATHEDRAL OPEN DAY 

Organised by the Friends of the Cathedral 

Saturday 14th June 

10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

The Friends of the Cathedral are again inviting members of the Cathedral 
congregation, the local community and other visitors to join them to find out 

more about the Cathedral and celebrate its life and work.  

The Song School will be open (always worth seeing) and there will be tours 

of the Cathedral and the bellringing chamber, together with an information 
stall about the Cathedral’s archives. 

The Cathedral choir CDs will be played over the newly enhanced audio 

system (partly funded by the Friends). An added attraction this year will be 
an exhibition of the Cathedral’s vestments, with an opportunity to try them 

on, including child-sized versions provided by Play Church. Hot drinks will be 
available all day. 

Holy Cross is a member of the Friends of the Cathedral. 

https://stsalvadors.co.uk/
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KALENDAR and READINGS 

May 2025 

Thursday 1st May – SS Philip and James, Apostles – Evening Prayer on 

Zoom 5 p.m. 

Friday 2nd May – Athanasius, Bishop and teacher of the Faith, 373 – 
Healing Eucharist 2 p.m. 

Sunday 4th May – THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER – Eucharist 9 a.m. 
and 10.30 a.m. 

Readings: Acts 9.1-6   Psalm 30 
  Revelation 5.11-14  John 21.1-19 

Wednesday 7th May – Contemplative Prayer 9.30 a.m. – Eucharist 
10.30 a.m. 

Readings: Acts 8.1b-8  Psalm 66.1-6  John 6.35-40 

Thursday 8th May – Julian of Norwich – Evening Prayer on Zoom  

5 p.m. 

Sunday 11th May – FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – Eucharist 

10.30 a.m. 
Readings: Acts 9.36-43   Psalm 23 

  Revelation 7.9-17  John 10.22-30 

REGULAR WORSHIP 
(Any variations are noted in the Kalendar) 

Sunday   10.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist  

First and Third Sunday in the month 
   9.00 a.m. Eucharist (traditional language) 

Wednesday  9.30 a.m. to 10 a.m. Contemplative Prayer 
We meet in the presence of God and sit in silence, with no more than a few 

words at the beginning and end, such as a Bible verse or the Lord’s Prayer.  
   10.30 a.m. Eucharist 

Thursday   5 p.m. Evening Prayer on Zoom 
We pray together for about half an hour, using the fixed words of the 
service with a space for free prayer. To join us contact Ross. 

First Friday in the month 
   2 p.m. Healing Eucharist with anointing  

Ross is happy to pray with and anoint folk after any service. 
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Monday 12th May – Thomas Rattray, Bishop, 1743 

Wednesday 14th May – St Matthias, Apostle – Contemplative 
Prayer 9.30 a.m. – Eucharist 10.30 a.m. 

Readings: Isaiah 22.15-25  Psalm 15 
  Acts 1.15-26   John 15.6-17 

Thursday 15th May – Evening prayer on Zoom 5 p.m. 

Sunday 18th May – FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – Eucharist 9 a.m. 

and 10.30 a.m. 
Readings: Acts 11.1-18   Psalm 148 

  Revelation 21.1-6  John 13.31-35 

Wednesday 21st May – St Helena, c 330 – Contemplative Prayer  

9.30 a.m. – Eucharist 10.30 a.m. 
Readings: Acts 15.1-6  Psalm 122 John 15.1-8 

Thursday 22nd May – Evening Prayer on Zoom 5 p.m. 

Friday 23rd May – William of Perth (or Rochester) 1201 

Sunday 25th May – SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – Rogation 
Sunday – Eucharist 10.30 a.m. followed by Blessing of Gardens 
Readings: Acts 16.9-15   Psalm 67 

  Revelation 21.10,22-22.5 John 14.23-29 

Monday 26th May – Rogation Day – Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop, c 608 

Tuesday 27th May – Rogation Day 

Wednesday 28th May – Rogation Day – Contemplative Prayer  

9.30 a.m. –Eucharist 10.30 a.m. 
Readings: Acts 17.15,22-18.1 Psalm 148 John 16.12-20 

THURSDAY 29th MAY – THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD – 
Evening Prayer on Zoom 5 p.m. Other service times to be 

announced. 
Readings: Acts 1.1-11   Psalm 47 

  Ephesians 1.15-23  Luke 24.44-53 

Saturday 31st May - The Visit of Mary to Elizabeth 

Sunday 1st June – SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER – Eucharist  
9 a.m. and 10.30 a.m. 

Readings: Acts 16.16-34  Psalm 97 
  Revelation 22.12-14,16-17,20-21  John 17.20-26 
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